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People display the national flag in Golden 
Bauhinia Square in Hong Kong Special Ad-
ministrative Region in south China. Li Gang
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The Fourth Session of the 13th 
National People’s Congress opens 
at the Great Hall of the People in 
Beijing on March 5. Ding Lin
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President Xi Jinping on March 5 stressed full and 
faithful comprehension and implementation of the 
new development philosophy when joining a delib-
eration during the annual session of the National 

People’s Congress, the top legislature.
Joining discussions with fellow lawmakers from North 

China’s Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, Xi, also gener-

New development philosophy, 
ethnic unity stressed

al secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central 
Committee and chairman of the Central Military Commis-
sion, called on the region to serve and integrate into the 
country’s new development paradigm.

Urging Inner Mongolia to cherish and uphold its fine 
tradition of ethnic unity, Xi stressed cementing the sense of 
community for the Chinese nation.

Annual Session 2021

President Xi Jinping, also general sec-
retary of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee and chairman of the 
Central Military Commission, takes part 
in deliberations with his fellow deputies 
from the delegation of Inner Mongolia 
Autonomous Region at the Fourth Ses-
sion of the 13th National People’s Con-
gress in Beijing on March 5. Ju Peng
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Efforts should be made to step 
up green transformation of key 
industries and areas, foster cleaner 
production and accelerate green 
and low-carbon development.

Xi, an NPC deputy himself, exchanged views with other 
deputies on a wide range of topics including modern agricul-
ture and rural vitalization.

Xi called for efforts to build Inner Mongolia into a nation-
al base for key energy and strategic resources, a production 
base for agriculture and animal husbandry, and a gateway for 
northward opening up.

Xi said Inner Mongolia should find its role in the country’s 
establishment of the new development paradigm of “dual 
circulation,” in which the domestic and overseas markets re-
inforce each other, with the domestic market as the mainstay.

He urged efforts to promote the smart and green develop-
ment of related sectors toward the higher end.

Xi called on the region to continuously enhance sci-tech 
capabilities, deepen reform and opening up, improve its busi-
ness environment and actively participate in the joint build-
ing of the Belt and Road.

Congratulating Inner Mongolia on accomplishing the pov-
erty elimination target as scheduled, Xi said there are still 
arduous tasks ahead in the pursuit of common prosperity, 
adding that resolute efforts must be made to prevent any 
large-scale relapse into poverty.

Xi also underlined the development of distinctive indus-
tries with competitive edges and appropriately scaled agricul-
tural and animal husbandry operations as part of efforts to 
increase the incomes of farmers and herdsmen.

Efforts should be made to step up green transformation of 
key industries and areas, foster cleaner production and accel-

erate green and low-carbon development, he said.
As the first ethnic minority autonomous region in China, 

Inner Mongolia should make solid and meticulous efforts in 
promoting ethnic unity, Xi said.

He also called for promoting standard spoken and written 
Chinese language and the use of state-compiled textbooks.

Efforts should be made to facilitate more comprehen-
sive understanding of the Party’s policies concerning ethnic 
groups, especially among young people, Xi said.

Xi highlighted a Party-wide campaign on CPC history 
learning and education, urging Inner Mongolia to make good 
use of its rich revolutionary legacy in the campaign.

Party members of the region should continuously improve 
themselves both in their thinking and work on major issues 
such as ethnic unity, he said.(Xinhua) 

President Xi Jinping, also general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and chairman of the Central Military Commission, 
takes part in deliberations with his fellow deputies from the delegation of Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region at the Fourth Session of the 13th Nation-
al People’s Congress in Beijing on March 5. Li Xueren
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Safeguarding people’s 
health, building quality basic 
public education stressed

President Xi Jinping on March 6 stressed giving 
“strategic priority” to safeguarding people’s health 
and building a high-quality and balanced basic 
public education service system.

Xi, also general secretary of the Communist Party of Chi-
na Central Committee and chairman of the Central Military 
Commission, made the remarks when he joined national 
political advisors from education, medical and health sec-
tors in a joint group meeting.

The meeting was held during the fourth session of the 
13th National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference, the top political advisory body.

Xi called for focusing on tackling major diseases and 
problems that affect people’s health.

The country’s public health protection network should 
be fortified and efforts should be made to promote the 
high-quality development of public hospitals, he said, de-
manding comprehensive health care for the people at all 

Annual Session 2021
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monitoring and early warning, rapid testing, emergency re-
sponse and comprehensive treatment.

Stressing the “main force” role of public hospitals in 
fighting COVID-19, Xi called for strengthening construction 
of public medical and health institutions.

Health infrastructure at the grassroots level should be 
improved and support policies for rural doctors should be 
implemented in an effort to enhance the grassroots capac-
ity of disease prevention and treatment, he said, calling for 
efforts to deepen the reform of the medical and healthcare 
system.

Xi also urged the preservation and development of tra-
ditional Chinese medicine and breakthroughs in core tech-
nologies in key areas, as well as more protection, care and 
support for health workers.

On education, Xi said China must strive to build a 
high-quality and balanced basic public education service 
system.

He emphasized the socialist orientation in running 
schools, the non-profit nature of education and developing 
education that people are satisfied with.

Education is essential to the country and the Party, Xi 
stressed.

To build a high-quality education system, the reform of 
the evaluation system should be in the lead, so as to push 
forward reforms in other aspects of education, said Xi.

He called for efforts to train more talents who can con-
tribute to the country’s high-quality development and 
high-level self-reliance.

Teachers are the central pillar of education, and 
strengthening the professional ethics of teachers must be a 
top priority, Xi said.

He praised education workers for their contributions to 
fighting the epidemic. He also demanded more support for 
teachers in rural areas.

Ahead of the International Women’s Day, which falls on 
March 8, Xi extended festive greetings and best wishes to 
the country’s women of all ethnic groups and from all walks 
of life. He applauded the contributions made by Chinese 
women to the cause of socialism with Chinese characteris-
tics in the new era.

The joint efforts of the whole Chinese nation, including 
Chinese women, are needed in realizing the development 
goals of the Party and the state, Xi said.

Party committees and governments at all levels should 
fully understand the great significance of women’s cause 
and protect women’s rights and interests in accordance 
with the law, he said.(Xinhua) 

stages of life.
Noting that China had scored hard-won achievements 

over the past year, Xi commended health workers for “put-
ting up an iron wall” against COVID-19 at a critical time.

The fight against COVID-19 has once again proved that 
prevention is the most economical and effective health 
strategy, Xi said, calling for reforming and improving the 
disease prevention and control system.

He urged efforts to strengthen the capabilities for initial 

He urged efforts to strengthen 
the capabilities for initial monitoring 
and early warning, rapid testing, 
emergency response and 
comprehensive treatment.

President Xi Jinping, also general secretary 
of the Communist Party of China Central 
Committee and chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, meets with national 
political advisors from the education, med-
ical and health sectors, and attends a joint 
group meeting at the Fourth Session of the 
13th National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Conference 
in Beijing on March 6. Huang Jingwen
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President Xi Jinping on March 7 stressed efforts to 
unswervingly pursue high-quality development 
and improve the people’s well-being when joining 
a deliberation during the annual session of the Na-

tional People’s Congress.
Joining discussions with fellow lawmakers from northwest 

China’s Qinghai Province, Xi, also general secretary of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee and 
chairman of the Central Military Commission, noted that 
high-quality development is the general requirement for all 
aspects of economic and social development.

It will not only be the requirement for developed regions, 
but will also be the requirement that entails implementa-
tion by all regions, Xi said, urging each region to pursue 
high-quality development based on local conditions.

He urged efforts to integrate high-quality development 
with action in meeting people’s aspiration for a better life.

Xi expressed his full acknowledgment of Qinghai’s work 
over the past year and its development during the 13th Five-
Year Plan (2016-2020) period, urging the province to fully 
and faithfully implement the new development philosophy, 
stick to the people-centered approach and continue to deepen 
reform and opening up.

Efforts should also be made to strive for new achievements 
in the protection of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau ecology and 
sustainable development, Xi said.

Based on its advantages and resources, Qinghai should 
implement the innovation-driven development strategy and 
accelerate the building of a world-class industrial base on salt 
lake, he said.

The province should also work to build itself into a 
highland of clean energies, a destination of international 
eco-tourism and a source of green and organic farm and live-
stock products, said Xi, stressing efforts on fostering a green, 
low-carbon and circular economic system.

Xi stresses 
high-quality 
development, 
improving 
people’s 
well-being

As Qinghai bears great responsibility for ensuring the 
country’s ecological security and the sustainable development 
of the nation, the province must undertake the important 
missions of maintaining ecological security and protecting 

He stressed efforts to strengthen areas 
of weakness in people’s well-being, 
unfailingly meet the basic living needs 
of the people and improve the availability 
and equality of basic public services.

Annual Session 2021
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the Sanjiangyuan (Three-River-Source) area and “the water 
tower of China,” Xi said.

Qinghai should strike a balance between developing tour-
ism industry and protecting the environment in a bid to make 
lucid waters and lush mountains always the advantage and 
pride of Qinghai, Xi said.

He stressed efforts to strengthen areas of weakness in peo-
ple’s well-being, unfailingly meet the basic living needs of the 
people and improve the availability and equality of basic pub-
lic services.

Xi asked local authorities to promote coordinated devel-
opment between rural and urban areas, advance rural vital-
ization on all fronts, improve people’s well-being and build 

a new socialist countryside that is beautiful, prosperous and 
harmonious.

Stressing full implementation of the Party’s ethnic and 
religious policies, Xi called for efforts to promote common 
prosperity and unity among people of all ethnic groups.

Highlighting a Party-wide campaign on CPC history learn-
ing and education, Xi said an important task of the campaign 
is to reinforce all Party members’ ideals and convictions and 
to ensure that they remain true to their original aspiration 
and mission.

The campaign should help guide the people to unswerving-
ly follow the Party’s lead in fully building a modern socialist 
country, he said.(Xinhua) 

He stressed efforts to strengthen areas 
of weakness in people’s well-being, 
unfailingly meet the basic living needs 
of the people and improve the availability 
and equality of basic public services.

President Xi Jinping, also general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and chairman of the Central Military Commission, 
takes part in deliberations with lawmakers from Qinghai Province at the Fourth Session of the 13th National People’s Congress in Beijing on March 7. 
Huang Jingwen
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Senior leaders attend deliberations 
at annual legislative session

Senior leaders on March 5 and 7 attended delibera-
tions at the fourth session of the 13th National Peo-
ple’s Congress (NPC).

On March 5， Li Zhanshu, Wang Yang, Wang Hun-
ing, Zhao Leji, and Han Zheng – members of the Standing 
Committee of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC) Central Committee – all gave their full sup-
port for the government work report delivered by Premier Li 
Keqiang at the session.

When joining NPC deputies from Jiangxi Province in a 
group deliberation, Li Zhanshu, chairman of the NPC Stand-
ing Committee, said that out of the 100-year history of the 

CPC, the time since the 18th CPC National Congress in 2012 
is one of the most remarkable periods in Chinese history.

It is the CPC Central Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping 
at the core that has played a decisive role in leading the coun-
try forward when storms struck, Li said.

Wang Yang, chairman of the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference National Committee, told deputies 
from Sichuan Province that over the past year, China’s strate-
gic achievements in the fight against the COVID-19 epidemic 
and the country’s complete victory in poverty eradication are 
fundamentally attributed to Xi’s leadership.

These achievements have displayed the political advantag-

Annual Session 2021

Premier Li Keqiang, also a member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China Central Committee, joins the 
Guangxi delegation in deliberation at the fourth session of the 13th National People’s Congress in Beijing on March 6. Pang Xinglei
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Li Keqiang expressed the hope for Jiangsu 
to better play its role as a province with 
strong economic performance. 

Senior leaders attend deliberations 
at annual legislative session

es of the CPC’s leadership and the institutional strengths of 
socialism with Chinese characteristics, Wang said.

Speaking to the deputies from Hebei Province, Wang 
Huning, a member of the Secretariat of the CPC Central 
Committee, underscored efforts to promote the coordinat-
ed development of the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region, boost 
the planning and construction of the Xiong’an New Area 
and make sound preparations for the 2022 Olympic and 
Paralympic Winter Games.

He also urged efforts to promote rural vitalization while 
consolidating poverty eradication results and strengthen the 
protection and improvement of people’s livelihood.

While deliberating with Heilongjiang Province deputies, 
Zhao Leji, secretary of the CPC Central Commission for Dis-
cipline Inspection, stressed full and faithful implementation 
of the new development philosophy, urging the province to 
foster competitive strengths by leveraging the advantages in 
policy, resources, and ecology to make new progress in revi-
talizing the province.

Zhao also called on commissions for discipline inspection 
and supervisory agencies at all levels to focus on the big pic-
ture of the country’s modernization drive to perform their 
supervisory duties.

Deliberating with Shaanxi Province deputies, Vice Pre-
mier Han Zheng stressed that macro policies should be im-
plemented scientifically and precisely to promote sustained 
economic recovery and high-quality development while en-
suring social harmony and stability.

Han also called for efforts to deepen institutional reform 
on science and technology, give more fiscal support to the 
grass-roots level, and continue real-estate market regulation.

On March 7 Premier Li Keqiang joined the Jiangsu del-
egation in deliberation. Noting 
that the country will still face 
risks and challenges in its devel-
opment this year, he expressed 
the hope for Jiangsu to better 
play its role as a province with 
strong economic performance 
in cementing the foundation 
for national economic stability 
and recovery and in promoting 
high-quality development.

While joining the Gansu 
delegation for deliberation, 
Li Zhanshu, chairman of the 
NPC Standing  Committee , 
called for efforts to consolidate 
the achievements made in erad-
icating poverty and advance the 
rural vitalization strategy.

Wang Yang, chairman of the 
National Committee of the Chi-
nese People’s Political Consul-
tative Conference, urged efforts 
to resolutely deter any attempt 
seeking “Taiwan independence” 
and interference by external 
forces and stressed advancing 
the peaceful development of 
cross-Strait relations when at-

tending deliberation with lawmakers from Taiwan.
While participating in the deliberation of the Yunnan dele-

gation, Wang Huning, a member of the Secretariat of the CPC 
Central Committee, underscored the importance of deepen-
ing the education on ethnic unity and progress, enhancing 
the capacity of ethnic minority areas to achieve self-devel-
opment, and building robust, stable and prosperous border 
areas.

Zhao Leji, secretary of the CPC Central Commission for 
Discipline Inspection, demanded continuous efforts to im-
prove the conduct and guide Party members to pass on the 
glorious traditions and fine conduct of the Party when joining 
in the deliberation with deputies from Ningxia Hui Autono-
mous Region.

Vice Premier Han Zheng called on the lawmakers from 
Hong Kong and Macao to fully support the legislative exer-
cises of the NPC and its standing committee to improve the 
electoral system of the Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region (SAR) and resolutely support chief executives and 
governments of the SARs in administering the regions in 
accordance with the law, making new contributions to the 
sound and sustained implementation of “one country, two 
systems.”(Xinhua) 

Li Zhanshu, member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee and chairman of the National People’s Congress (NPC) Standing Committee, joins depu-
ties from Jiangxi Province in group deliberations at the Fourth Session of the 13th NPC in Beijing on March 
5. Zhai Jianlan



16 National People’s Congress of China

People as masters 
of their country 
is essence of 
democracy
By Zhao Zhouyang

The core of democracy is people exercising power in 
order to be the masters of a country. A sound and 
healthy democracy must strike the right balance 
between free individual development and the over-

all interests of the people as a whole, meaning democracy 
must balance individual freedom with national integration.

Western democracy is focused on individuals and individ-
uals’ freedom, the product of Western society and the foun-
dation of the Western “liberty and democracy” theory.

By contrast, China’s people’s democracy emphasizes that 
State power comes from the people and is held by the people 
as a whole. It also emphasizes that the inherent mission of 
people’s democracy is to promote the free and all-around de-
velopment of the people, as well as to safeguard and respect 
individual rights.

After a long period of exploration and practice, people’s 
democracy in China has developed relatively complete value, 
institutional and organizational systems. Since the goal of 
people’s democracy is to guarantee individual freedom, peo-
ple’s empowerment and the comprehensive modernization of 
the country, its political development is of great significance 
to the rest of the world.

For a country like China that practices people’s democra-
cy, it must realize people’s integration, which means uniting 
different regions, social groups and individuals into a whole 
so they can exercise power and become the masters of the 
country in its modernization process.

In contrast to the principles of “separation of powers” and 
“checks and balances” in representative democracy practiced 
by Western countries, China’s democratic centralism as prac-
ticed in its people’s congress system starts from democracy, 
while centralism is just an institutional arrangement to real-
ize the goals of people’s democracy.

Democratic centralism makes people’s democracy a sys-
tem of unity characterized by an efficient political system. 
The people’s congress system is based on the institutional 
arrangement of democratic centralism, which, on the basis 

Annual Session 2021
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The Fourth Session of 
the 13th National Peo-
ple’s Congress opens 
at the Great Hall of the 
People in Beijing on 
March 5. Li Xiang
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Minister of Commerce Wang Wentao (right) is inter-
viewed via video after the Second Plenary of the Fourth 
Session of the 13th National People’s Congress at the 
Great Hall of the People in Beijing on March 8. Jin Liwang

of effectively guaranteeing people’s status as the masters of 
the country, lays the institutional foundation for the develop-
ment of society.

According to this arrangement, deputies to people’s con-
gresses are elected by the people, the people as a whole hold 
and exercise power through people’s congresses and the peo-
ple’s exercise of power reflects the common will of the people, 
which mean the realization of the common will of the people 
is a prerequisite for centralism.

In turn, centralism prevents anarchy and ensures the re-
alization of the common will of the people and is also more 
conducive to realizing people’s democracy.

Since Western countries regard competitive elections as a 
criterion for judging whether a country has democracy, they 
regard the people’s representative organs of socialist coun-
tries as “rubber stamps.” However, competitive democracy 
cannot lay claim to being the only form of democracy, as its 
failure on multiple fronts proves.

Western parliamentarians are generally elected directly 
through competitive elections. But in order to win elections, 
political party candidates use various strategies and means 
to court voters and garner their support. And to seek re-elec-
tion, legislators usually spend more money and time on woo-
ing voters than an ordinary person can ever dream of, which 
means the common people don’t have enough wealth or time 
to run in elections.

The form of democracy a country follows cannot be di-
vorced from its real economic and social conditions, other-
wise it can be counterproductive.

People’s democracy is the soul of the people’s congress 
system, while the Communist Party of China’s leadership is 
necessary to realize the goal of people’s democracy. 

China amends laws to highlight  
“whole-process democracy”

The National People’s Congress (NPC), China’s top leg-
islature, adopted amendments to two laws regarding its 
organizational and working procedures on March 11, with 
“whole-process democracy” written into law for the first time 
in the country’s legislative history. 

“The NPC and its Standing Committee shall uphold 
‘whole-process democracy,’ maintain close ties with the peo-
ple, solicit people’s advice and suggestions, fully express the 
will of the people and safeguard people’s rights and inter-
ests,” reads a provision in the amendment to the NPC Organ-
ic Law. 

Annual Session 2021
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Premier Li Keqiang meets the press via 
video after the closing of the Fourth Ses-
sion of the 13th National People’s Con-
gress at the Great Hall of the People in 
Beijing on March 11. Jin Liwang

“Whole-process democracy” is described by Wang Chen, 
vice chairman of the NPC Standing Committee, as “a hall-
mark of socialist democracy that distinguishes it from vari-
ous capitalist democratic systems.” 

Socialist democracy runs through all processes including 
elections, decision-making, administration and supervision. 
All major legislative decision-making is procedure-based and 
follows democratic deliberations, according to experts. 

The amendments, drafted under the instruction of 
Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law, fully embody 
“whole-process democracy” based on existing effective prac-
tices in legislative processes. 

The amendment to the NPC Rules of Procedure stipulates 
that the NPC Standing Committee shall make legislative bills 
and their explanations public to seek opinions for no less 
than 30 days before submitting them to NPC sessions for de-
liberation.

For decades, the NPC Standing Committee has made leg-
islative bills available for public comments. The codification 
of the practice has further cemented democracy in the pro-
cess of legislative decision-making, according to experts. 

In recent years, legislative outreach offices at the local lev-

el have been established across the country, making it more 
convenient for the public to reach lawmakers both at the na-
tional and local level. 

Lawmakers also elevated into law several procedures that 
make NPC sessions more open to the public for better demo-
cratic supervision. 

For example, spokespeople will be arranged for meetings 
during NPC sessions, and delegations of NPC deputies shall 
appoint their own spokespeople if necessary, says the amend-
ment to the NPC Rules of Procedure. 

Plenary meetings of NPC annual sessions shall also be 
broadcast via radio, television and the internet, it says, mak-
ing the event more accessible to the public. 

Explaining the draft amendments to fellow lawmakers 
on the first day of the Fourth Session of the 13th NPC, Wang 
said amending the two laws is an institutional guarantee for 
upholding “whole-process democracy” and safeguarding the 
people’s role as masters of the country. 



20 National People’s Congress of China

“Her” voice at the two sessions. 
Women in China have taken an active part in the cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics for a new era, playing an important role as “half 
the sky” with their heroism and hard work. At this year’s NPC sessions, women deputies and members performed their duties conscientiously 
and made suggestions and suggestions, fully demonstrating the style of women in the new era. Yue Yuewei, Ding Lin

Annual Session 2021
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Deputies to the 13th Nation-
al People’s Congress (NPC) 
walk toward the Great Hall 
of the People for the open-
ing meeting of the Fourth 
Session of the 13th NPC in 
Beijing on March 5. Li Xin

The Second Plenary of 
the Fourth Session of 
the 13th National Peo-
ple’s Congress is held 
at the Great Hall of the 
People in Bei j ing on 
March 8. Zhang Ling

The closing meeting of the Fourth Session 
of the 13th National People’s Congress is 
held at the Great Hall of the People in Bei-
jing on March 11. The Outline of the 14th 
Five-Year Plan (2021-2025) for National 
Economic and Social Development and 
the Long-Range Objectives Through the 
Year 2035 adopted. Zhang Yuwei
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Special Report: NPC Work Report

The Yangtze River Protection Law officially went 
into effect on March 1, with the aim of protecting 
China’s longest river, strengthening the ecological 
protection and restoration of the Yangtze River 

Basin, promoting the rational and efficient use of resourc-
es, ensuring ecological safety and realizing the harmonious 
coexistence between humans and nature.

Stretching over 6,300 km, the Yangtze River boasts rich 
biodiversity, as well as mineral and water resources. But 
overfishing and pollution have long threatened its aquatic life 
and depleted its fish stock.

The law features new requirements for the river’s biolog-
ical protection, sewage treatment, flood control and disaster 
relief, and ecological restoration. It establishes a national 
coordination mechanism for protection efforts, bans the 
construction of chemical plants within 1 km of the river and 
restricts sand mining along the riverbank.

As China’s first legislation on a specific river basin, which 
strengthens oversight as well as the prevention and control 
of water pollution in the basin, the law is a significant benefit 
for the contemporary era and future generations, said Liu 
Huaiping, a deputy to the National People’s Congress (NPC) 
from Jiangsu Province in east China and chairman of Cohen 
Environmental Protection Ltd., Co.

The law was adopted on December 26, 2020, by the 
Standing Committee of the NPC. It is an example of how the 
NPC Standing Committee strengthens legislation and legal 
oversight for the country’s development and people’s bene-
fits. On March 8, Li Zhanshu, Chairman of the NPC Standing 
Committee, delivered the Report on the Work of the Standing 
Committee of the NPC since the Third Session of the 13th 
NPC held in May 2020, which was approved at the closing 
meeting of the Fourth Session of the 13th NPC.

Past endeavors

The NPC Standing Committee is the permanent body of 
the NPC and the current committe has 169 members. The 
NPC and its Standing Committe jointly exercise the power to 
enact laws in China. The NPC Standing Committee has the 
power to oversee the enforcement of the Constitution. It also 
has the power to decide upon major state issues, and appoint 
and remove members of state organs.

The committee normally meets once every two months, 
but it may hold interim meetings when a special need arises.

According to the Report on the Work of the NPC Standing 
Committee, in the past 10 months since the Third Session of 

By Lu Yan

Working for the people

Li Zhanshu, member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau 
of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and chairman of the 
National People’s Congress (NPC) Standing Committee, delivers the work 
report of the NPC Standing Committee at the Fourth Session of the 13th 
NPC in Beijing on March 8. Liu Bin
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the 13th NPC, the committee formulated 9 new laws, revised 
13 existing laws and made 8 decisions on legal issues and 
major issues last year, while it is currently deliberating on 23 
draft laws.

In addition, Li said the standing committee heard and 
deliberated on 35 reports, inspected the implementation of 1 
decision and 6 laws, conducted 2 special inquiries and 6 re-
search projects, and passed 1 resolution. 

“We’ve reviewed and passed 39 bills covering 259 appoint-
ments or removals of state department employees,” Li said.

“The most prominent feature of the standing committee’s 
work is our focus on major Communist Party of China (CPC) 
Central Committee’s decisions and plans, the people’s ex-
pectations for the rule of law in their pursuit of a better life 
and the legal requisites for modernizing China’s system and 
capacity for governance in an effort to strengthen legislation 
and legal oversight to ensure that all aspects of our work con-
centrate more on the central task of economic development 
and overall national interests and serve our country and peo-
ple better,” Li said.

For example, the committee strengthened the legal frame-
work for wildlife protection and issued a prompt decision 
to completely ban the illegal trade and consumption of wild 
animals, followed by inspections on the implementation of 
this decision and the Wildlife Protection Law, before making 
revisions to the same law.

were referred by the presidium of the Third Session of the 
13th NPC. Among these, 22 legislative items proposed by 118 
bills were deliberated and adopted, or are currently under de-
liberation, and 58 legislative items proposed by 168 bills have 
been included in the five-year legislative program or annual 
legislative plan, Li noted.

“A total of 9,180 suggestions made by NPC deputies 
were referred to 194 organizations for handling, with feed-
back given to deputies. Approximately 71.28 percent of 
the issues raised in these suggestions were either solved or 
addressed with plans to resolve them over time,” the chair-
man added.

“The handling of the suggestions that I submitted in 2020 
is a testimony of the efficient and attentive services of the 
standing committee and relevant departments,” Feng Fan, 
a deputy from Jiangxi Province in east China and vice presi-
dent of the Jiangxi Lawyers Association, said, adding that her 
suggestion on the government’s purchasing of public legal 
services has been promoted by relevant departments into a 
working system. 

“The deputies are the bridge between the people and the 
organs of state power. They must not only be able to hear and 
understand the voices of the people, but also have appropri-
ate channels to convey these voices and opinions. The stand-
ing committee provides a solid foundation for this,” she said.

Future work

This year, legislative work will proceed in key areas such 
as national security, scientific and technological innovation, 
public health and biosafety, according to Chirman Li.

To strengthen the legal safeguards for public health, Li 
said that a law on responding to public health emergencies 
will be formulated. Meanwhile, laws like the Wildlife Protec-
tion Law, the Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases 
Law  will be revised.

The legal system for national security will also be strength-
ened, Li said, referring to an anti-organized crime law, a land 
border law, a food security law, among others.

Regarding the development of a modern economic system, 
more laws will be formulated, such as a Hainan Free Trade 
Port law, a futures law and a stamp duty law.

In a bid to make the urgently needed improvements to 
the legal system for people’s well-being, Li said that the 
committee passed the Antifood waste law, and is working 
on a law to promote the cultural industry and a family edu-
cation law among others.

During the Fourth Session of the 13th NPC, held from 
March 5 to 11, deputies also raised their suggestions on the 
future work of the NPC Standing Committee. Xu Chuanzhi, a 
deputy from Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region in northwest 
China, said during the deliberation of the work report that 
further improvements should be made in the timeliness and 
pertinence of legislation, as well as the timely tracking and 
evaluation of legislative results to ensure high-quality legisla-
tive work.

Miao Xiu, a deputy from Heilongjiang Province in north-
east China, suggested organizing more deputy inspection 
and field studies which will enable deputies to gain first-
hand knowledge of what the people need most urgently and 
to better carry out their duties. 

A total of 9,180 suggestions made 
by NPC deputies were referred to 
194 organizations for handling, 
with feedback given to deputies.

In the face of the COVID-19 epidemic, the NPC and its 
standing committee prioritized legislation on public health 
and targeted the legal weaknesses exposed in the fight 
against the epidemic. It also focused on developing a better 
coordinated and interconnected legal system and sped up the 
enactment and revision of laws to strengthen the rule of law 
regarding public health.

To date, the revision of the Animal Epidemic Prevention 
Law, along with 5 other pieces of legislation, has been com-
pleted. By the end of 2021, a further 11 objectives, including 
revising the Wildlife Protection Law, the Practicing Physi-
cians Law, and the Prevention and Control of Infectious Dis-
eases Law, will be completed.

“These prompt series of legislative amendments effec-
tively protect people’s lives and health, and provide timely 
and effective legal support for winning the fight against the 
epidemic,” said Sha Feng, a deputy to the NPC from Qinghai 
Province in northwest China.

The report also noted that the NPC Standing Commit-
tee had ratified 7 treaties with foreign countries, including 
amendments to the annexes to the Basel Convention, as well 
as extradition treaties with Cyprus and Belgium.

The NPC Standing Committee addressed all 506 bills that 
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An imperative step 
for long-term stability 
in Hong Kong
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Necessary measures must be taken 
to improve the electoral system and 
remove existing institutional risks to 
ensure the administration of Hong 
Kong by Hong Kong people with 
patriots as the main body.

The National People’s Congress (NPC) adopted a 
decision on improving the electoral system of the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HK-
SAR) on March 11. 

On March 5, the NPC started deliberating on the draft 
decision, which was submitted to the Fourth Session of the 
13th NPC. Wang Chen, vice chairman of the NPC Standing 
Committee, delivered an explanatory speech on the draft at 
the opening meeting of the session.

The decision was passed by an overwhelming majority 
vote at the Fourth Session. 

Important step forward

As an important part of its political structure, the HKSAR 
electoral system should conform to “one country, two sys-
tems,” meet the realities in the HKSAR and serve to ensure 
“patriots are administering Hong Kong,” Wang said.

However, in recent years, especially after the tumult over 
the 2019 Amendment Bill, anti-China, destabilizing forces 
and radical locals in Hong Kong have openly advocated for 
so-called “Hong Kong independence.” They have used the 
HKSAR electoral platform, the Legislative Council’s (LegCo) 
deliberation platform, the District Councils and their posi-
tions as public servants to blatantly carry out anti-China and 
destabilizing activities, he said.

The riots and turbulence that occurred in Hong Kong 
reveal that its existing electoral system has loopholes and de-
ficiencies, which the anti-China, destabilizing elements took 
advantage of to take power into their hands to administer the 
HKSAR, he added.

Necessary measures must be taken to improve the elec-
toral system and remove existing institutional risks to ensure 
the administration of Hong Kong by Hong Kong people with 
patriots as the main body, Wang noted.

Only when the principle of “patriots administering Hong 
Kong” is observed can the central authorities’ overall jurisdic-
tion of the HKSAR be effectively implemented, the constitu-
tional order as established by the Constitution and the Basic 
Law be effectively maintained and various deep-seated prob-
lems be effectively resolved. Only in this way can Hong Kong 
achieve durable stability and make its due contributions to 
realizing national rejuvenation, according to the senior law-
maker.

The HKSAR electoral system, including the selection of the 

People display the Chinese national flag in 
celebration of the 70th anniversary of the 
founding of the People’s Republic of China 
in Golden Bauhinia Square in Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region in south 
China on September 17, 2019. Li Gang
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The decision has nine articles: 
– Improving the electoral system of the HKSAR must ful-

ly and faithfully implement the policy of “one country, two 
systems” under which the people of Hong Kong administer 
Hong Kong with a high degree of autonomy, uphold the con-
stitutional order in the HKSAR as established by the Consti-
tution and the Basic Law, ensure the administration of Hong 
Kong by Hong Kong people with patriots as the main body, 
effectively improve the governance efficacy of the HKSAR, 
and safeguard the right to vote and the right to stand for elec-
tion of permanent residents of the HKSAR. 

– The HKSAR shall establish an Election Committee 
which is broadly representative, suited to the HKSAR’s real-
ities, and representative of the overall interests of its society. 
The Election Committee shall be responsible for electing the 

Decision to improve 
Hong Kong electoral 
system adopted

Law Stories of HK

chief executive and the formation of the LegCo, must strictly 
follow and fully reflect the political principle and criterion of 
the administration of Hong Kong by Hong Kong people with 
patriots as the main body, and provide institutional safe-
guards for this purpose, he said.

Overarching approach

Wang indicated that the overall design of the electoral 
system will be centered around the reform and greater em-
powerment of the HKSAR Election Committee.

The size, composition and formation of the Election 
Committee will be adjusted and improved, while the chief 
executive will continue to be elected by the committee. The 
committee will also be entrusted with the new function 
of electing a relatively large share of LegCo members and 
directly participating in the nomination of all LegCo candi-
dates, he said.

Through the Election Committee, balanced and orderly 
political participation will be expanded and broader repre-
sentation ensured. Relevant election elements will be ad-
justed appropriately and a qualification review mechanism 
will be established throughout the entire process, he added.

This design is aimed to create a new democratic electoral 
system suited to Hong Kong’s realities and with Hong Kong 
characteristics, Wang commented.

In order to maintain the continuity and stability of rele-
vant HKSAR systems, revisions to improve the electoral sys-
tem this time will be limited to Annex I and II of the Basic 
Law, without revisions to the Basic Law’s main body.

Decision plus amendment

After serious consideration of various factors and dis-
cussions with relevant parties, central and state authorities 
proposed a two-step approach called “decision plus amend-
ment,” Wang said.

In the first step, the NPC, in accordance with relevant 
provisions of the Constitution, the Basic Law and the Law 
on Safeguarding National Security in the HKSAR, made the 
decision to improve the HKSAR electoral system, laying out 
the basic principles for revising and improving the system, 
as well as the core elements of revision and improvement. 
Meanwhile, the NPC authorized its Standing Committee to 
amend Annex I and II of the Basic Law in accordance with 
the decision, Wang said.

In the second step, the NPC Standing Committee will 
amend Annex I and II of the Basic Law of the HKSAR, he 
said.

The amended Annex I and II will contain specific and 
express provisions on the HKSAR new democratic electoral 
system. After the amendment of Annex I and II at the state 
level is completed, the HKSAR will amend its relevant local 
laws accordingly, Wang explained. (Xinhua) 

Aerial photo on left taken on September 20, 2019 shows the Hong 
Kong Science Park in Hong Kong Special Administrative Region in 
south China. Chu Xiong

The LegCo of the HKSAR shall be com-
posed of 90 members in each term.
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for reviewing and confirming the qualifications of candidates 
for the Election Committee members, the Chief Executive, 
and the LegCo members. The HKSAR shall improve the 
system and mechanisms related to qualification review, to 
ensure that the qualifications of candidates are in conformity 
with the Basic Law, the Law on Safeguarding National Se-
curity in the HKSAR, the NPC Standing Committee’s inter-
pretation of Article 104 of the Basic Law, the NPC Standing 
Committee’s decision on the qualification of HKSAR LegCo 
members, and provisions of relevant local laws of the HK-
SAR. 

– The NPC Standing Committee is authorized to, in accor-
dance with the decision on improving the electoral system of 
the HKSAR, amend Annex I: Method for the Selection of the 
Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Re-
gion and Annex II: Method for the Formation of the Legisla-
tive Council of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
and Its Voting Procedures, to the Basic Law. 

– In accordance with the decision and the Basic Law’s An-
nex I and Annex II amended by the NPC Standing Commit-
tee, the HKSAR shall amend relevant local laws, and organize 
and regulate election activities accordingly. 

– The Chief Executive of the HKSAR shall submit in a 
timely manner reports to the Central People’s Government 
on relevant important situations including the institutional 
arrangements for elections of the HKSAR and the organiza-
tion of the elections. 

– The decision shall go into effect as of the date of promul-
gation.  

Chief Executive designate and part of the members of the 
LegCo. The Election Committee shall also be responsible for 
nominating candidates for the Chief Executive and LegCo 
members, as well as for other matters. The Election Commit-
tee shall be composed of 1,500 members from the following 
five sectors: industrial, commercial and financial sectors; the 
professions; grassroots, labour, religious and other sectors; 
LegCo members and representatives of district organizations; 
Hong Kong deputies to the NPC, Hong Kong members of the 
National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consul-
tative Conference and representatives of Hong Kong mem-
bers of related national organizations. 

– The Chief Executive shall be elected by the Election 
Committee and appointed by the Central People’s Govern-
ment. Candidates for the office of the Chief Executive shall 
be nominated jointly by not less than 188 members of the 
Election Committee, among whom the number of members 
of each sector should be not less than 15. The Election Com-
mittee shall elect the Chief Executive designate by secret bal-
lot on a one-person-one-vote basis. The election of the Chief 
Executive designate shall require a simple majority vote of all 
the members of the Election Committee. 

– The LegCo of the HKSAR shall be composed of 90 mem-
bers in each term. Members of the LegCo shall include mem-
bers returned by the Election Committee, those returned by 
functional constituencies, and those by geographical constit-
uencies through direct elections. 

– A candidate qualification review committee of the HK-
SAR shall be established. The committee shall be responsible 

Dr. Jonathan K.S. Choi (right), member of the 13th National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference from Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region, states that he believes that Hong Kong, with its world-standard research and development capabilities and pro-
ducer service industries, can make greater contribution to the national science and technology advancement. Yue Yuewei
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A view of Victoria Harbor in 
Hong Kong SAR. Li Gang
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Deputies,
Entrusted by the Standing Committee of the National 

People’s Congress (NPC), I hereby make the following ex-
planations about the Draft Decision of the National People’s 
Congress on Improving the Electoral System of the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR). 

I. The imperative and importance of improving 
the electoral system of the Hong Kong SAR

The return of Hong Kong to the motherland put the re-
gion once again under the overall governance system of the 
country. The Constitution of the People’s Republic of China 
and the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region of the People’s Republic of China jointly form the 
constitutional basis of the Hong Kong SAR. The electoral 
system of the Hong Kong SAR, which includes the methods 
for the selection of the Chief Executive and for the forma-
tion of the Legislative Council, is an important part of the 
political structure of the Hong Kong SAR. The electoral 
system should conform to the policy of One Country, Two 
Systems, meet the realities in the Hong Kong SAR and serve 
to ensure “patriots administering Hong Kong”. It should 
be conducive to safeguarding China’s national sovereign-
ty, security and development interests and help maintain 
the long-term prosperity and stability of Hong Kong. Since 
Hong Kong’s return, the State has all along fully and faith-
fully implemented the policy of One Country, Two Systems 
under which the people of Hong Kong administer Hong 
Kong with a high degree of autonomy, and has run Hong 
Kong affairs according to law, upheld the constitutional 
order in the Hong Kong SAR as established by the Consti-
tution and the Basic Law, supported the development of 
democracy in the SAR and guaranteed the exercise of demo-
cratic rights by residents of the SAR in accordance with the 
law. However, it must be noted that in recent years, espe-
cially after the turbulence over the amendment bill in 2019, 
anti-China, destabilizing forces and radical localists in Hong 
Kong have openly called for “Hong Kong independence”. 
They used the electoral platforms of the Hong Kong SAR 
and the deliberation platforms of the Legislative Council 
and the District Councils or their position as public servants 
to blatantly carry out anti-China and destabilizing activi-
ties. They resorted to every possible means to paralyze the 
functioning of the Legislative Council and obstruct the law-
based administration of the SAR government. They master-
minded and perpetrated the so-called “primary election”, in 
an attempt to obtain a majority in the Legislative Council so 
that they could step further to grab the power to administer 
Hong Kong. Some foreign countries and external forces, by 
way of their own legislative bills or administrative means 
and through their consular agencies and NGOs in the Hong 
Kong SAR and other channels, blatantly meddled with Hong 
Kong affairs. They also grossly imposed so-called “sanctions” 
on the relevant Chinese personnel and flagrantly embold-
ened and covered those anti-China, destabilizing forces in 
Hong Kong. These activities seriously jeopardized the con-
stitutional order and the order of rule of law in the Hong 
Kong SAR. They posed a grave challenge to the authority of 
the Constitution, the Basic Law and the Law of the People’s 
Republic of China on Safeguarding National Security in the 
Hong Kong SAR. Such activities put China’s national sov-

ereignty, security and development interests into serious 
jeopardy and severely disrupted social stability of the Hong 
Kong SAR. They must be resolutely opposed, and forceful 
measures must be taken to prevent and defuse risks arising 
therefrom. 

The rioting and turbulence that occurred in the Hong 
Kong society reveals that the existing electoral system in 
the Hong Kong SAR has clear loopholes and deficiencies, 
which the anti-China, destabilizing elements jumped on to 
take into their hands the power to administer the SAR. To 
remedy the situation, it is important to take necessary steps 
to improve the electoral system and remove existing insti-
tutional deficiencies and risks to ensure the administration 
of Hong Kong by Hong Kong people with patriots as the 
main body. This in turn will ensure effective and law-based 
administration in the SAR and keep the implementation of 
One Country, Two Systems always on the right track.

Back in June 1984, Mr. Deng Xiaoping pointed out that 
there must be “some requirements or qualifications with 
regard to the administration of Hong Kong affairs by the 
people of Hong Kong. It must be required that patriots 

It must be required that patriots form 
the main body of administrators.

Witman Hung (left), deputy to the 13th National People’s Congress from 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR), states that he believes 
Hong Kong can play a unique role in many aspects during the 14th Five-
Year Plan period (2021-2025). Shen Hong
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form the main body of administrators”. According to him, 
“A patriot is one who respects the Chinese nation, sincerely 
supports the motherland’s resumption of exercise of sov-
ereignty over Hong Kong, and wishes not to impair Hong 
Kong’s prosperity and stability.” Hong Kong has been a Chi-
nese territory since ancient times. The Hong Kong SAR is 
an inalienable part of the People’s Republic of China, a local 
administrative region with a high degree of autonomy that 
directly comes under the Central People’s Government. “Pa-
triots administering Hong Kong” is a necessary requirement 
of the One Country, Two Systems policy. All provisions in 
the Basic Law regarding Hong Kong’s Chief Executive and 
those working in the executive authorities, the legislature 
and the judiciary reflect the principle of Hong Kong people 
administering Hong Kong with patriots as the main body. 
It is stipulated that the Chief Executive, principal officials, 
members of the Executive Council and of the Legislative 
Council, judges of the courts at all levels and other members 
of the judiciary in the Hong Kong SAR must uphold the Ba-
sic Law of the Hong Kong SAR and swear allegiance to the 
Hong Kong SAR of the People’s Republic of China. In a de-
cision released in October 2019, the fourth plenary session 
of the 19th CPC Central Committee called for upholding and 
improving the system and institutions of One Country, Two 
Systems, improving the SAR’s institutions and mechanisms 
related to the implementation of the Constitution and the 
Basic Law, and upholding the administration of Hong Kong 
by Hong Kong people with patriots as the main body. On 27 
January 2021, when listening to a 2020 work report from 
Chief Executive of the Hong Kong SAR, President Xi Jinping 
noted that Hong Kong’s major shift from chaos to stability 
once again testifies to the unfailing truth that to ensure the 
steady practice of One Country, Two Systems in Hong Kong 
in the long run, we must always uphold the principle of 
“patriots administering Hong Kong”. This is a fundamental 
principle crucial to the sovereignty, security and develop-
ment interests of our country and crucial to the sustained 
prosperity and stability of Hong Kong. Only when the prin-
ciple of “patriots administering Hong Kong” is observed 
can the Central Authorities’ overall jurisdiction over the 
SAR be effectively implemented, the constitutional order as 
established by the Constitution and the Basic Law be effec-
tively maintained, and the various deep-seated problems 
be effectively resolved. Only in this way can Hong Kong 
achieve durable stability and make its due contributions to 
realizing national rejuvenation. The electoral system of the 
Hong Kong SAR, including the methods for the selection of 
the Chief Executive and for the formation of the Legislative 
Council, must strictly follow and fully reflect the political 
principle and criterion of the administration of Hong Kong 
by Hong Kong people with patriots as the main body and 
provide institutional safeguards for this purpose.

II. Overall requirements, important principles, 
basic approach, and the way to proceed for improv-
ing the electoral system of the Hong Kong SAR

The overall requirements for improving the electoral system 
of the Hong Kong SAR are: following the guidance of Xi Jinping 
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New 
Era; fully implementing the guiding principles of the CPC’s 
19th National Congress and the second, third, fourth and fifth 

plenary sessions of its 19th Central Committee; upholding and 
improving the system and institutions of One Country, Two 
Systems; fully implementing, reflecting and carrying out 
the principle of “patriots administering Hong Kong” with 
proper mechanisms and institutions; keeping the power to 
administer firmly in the hands of those who love the country 
and love Hong Kong; and ensuring Hong Kong’s long-term 
stability and prosperity.

In implementing these overall requirements, it is imper-
ative to observe the following important principles. First, 
fully and accurately implementing the policy of One Coun-
try, Two Systems under which the people of Hong Kong 
administer Hong Kong with a high degree of autonomy. It 
is imperative to uphold and improve the system and institu-
tions of One Country, Two Systems, and ensure the admin-
istration of Hong Kong by Hong Kong people with patriots 
as the main body. It is imperative to integrate adherence to 
the principle of One Country with respect for the differences 
of Two Systems, and combine upholding the Central Au-
thorities’ overall jurisdiction over the SAR with safeguard-
ing a high degree of autonomy in the SAR, so as to provide 
well-established systemic guarantee for “patriots adminis-
tering Hong Kong”. Second, firmly upholding sovereignty, 
security and development interests of the State. It is im-
perative to ensure that the State takes firm control over the 
improvement of the electoral system of the Hong Kong SAR, 
fully implement the Law on Safeguarding National Security 
in the Hong Kong SAR, maintain overall social stability of 
the Hong Kong SAR, and resolutely prevent, stop and punish 
interference in Hong Kong affairs by foreign countries and 
external forces and their use of Hong Kong to conduct acts 
of secession, subversion, infiltration and sabotage. Third, 
administering Hong Kong in accordance with the law. It is 
imperative to maintain the constitutional order of the Hong 
Kong SAR enshrined in the Constitution and the Basic Law, 
improve the relevant electoral system and related mecha-
nisms on the track of the Constitution and the Basic Law, 
and organize relevant elections in strict compliance with the 
Basic Law, the Law on Safeguarding National Security in the 
Hong Kong SAR, relevant decisions of the National People’s 
Congress and its Standing Committee as well as local laws 
of Hong Kong, so as to improve the ability and competence 
of governance in accordance with the law. Fourth, acting 
in line with the actual circumstances of Hong Kong. It is 
imperative to develop a system of democratic elections that 
fits Hong Kong’s actual conditions and reflects the overall 
interests of the society. It is imperative to guarantee in ac-
cordance with the law the extensive and balanced political 
participation of the Hong Kong compatriots, and guarantee 
in accordance with the law the right to vote and the right 

It is imperative to unite all that 
can be united, and build 
extensive, positive energy 
in the Hong Kong society.
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to be elected which are lawfully enjoyed by Hong Kong’s 
permanent residents. It is imperative to unite all that can 
be united, and build extensive, positive energy in the Hong 
Kong society. Fifth, improving the governance efficacy of 
the Hong Kong SAR. It is imperative to improve the system 
under which the Chief Executive is responsible to the Cen-
tral People’s Government, and maintain the executive-led 
governance structure and operational system of the Hong 
Kong SAR. It is imperative to support the Chief Executive, 
the executive authorities, the legislature and the judiciary in 
exercising power and performing duty in accordance with 
the law, so as to ensure the smooth and efficient operation 
of the political and governance systems and mechanisms of 
the Hong Kong SAR.

The overarching approach for improving the electoral 
system of the Hong Kong SAR is as follows: The overall de-
sign of the system will be centered around the reformation 
and greater empowerment of the Election Committee of 
the Hong Kong SAR. The size, composition and formation 
method of the Election Committee will be adjusted and 
improved. The Chief Executive will continue to be elected 
by the Election Committee. The Election Committee will be 
entrusted with the new function of electing a relatively large 

share of Legislative Council members and directly partici-
pating in the nomination of all candidates for the Legislative 
Council. Through the Election Committee, the balanced and 
orderly political participation will be expanded and broader 
representation ensured in the Hong Kong society. Relevant 
elements of the election will be adjusted as appropriate, 
and a mechanism of qualification review will be established 
throughout the entire process. This design is aimed to form 
a new democratic electoral system suited to Hong Kong’s 
realities and with Hong Kong characteristics.

The existing electoral system in the Hong Kong SAR 
was established in accordance with relevant provisions of 
the Basic Law of the Hong Kong SAR, interpretations and 
decisions of the NPC Standing Committee, and relevant 
provisions of local laws in Hong Kong. Provisions of the Ba-
sic Law, including Articles 45 and 68, lay out the principles 
concerning the electoral system of the Hong Kong SAR, and 
Annex I and Annex II to the Basic Law as well as relevant 
amendments make specific and express stipulations. Based 
on comprehensive analysis and assessment, central and 
state authorities deem it necessary to revise and improve 
the electoral system of the Hong Kong SAR at the State lev-
el, and mainly to revise the method for the selection of the 

Residents in Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) sign a petition on March 11 in support of the Chinese Central Government’s decision 
to improve the HKSAR electoral system. Lu Binghui
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Chief Executive of the Hong Kong SAR and the method for 
the formation of the Legislative Council of the Hong Kong 
SAR. At the same time, in order to maintain continuity and 
stability of relevant systems of the Hong Kong SAR, the re-
visions to be made this time in improving the electoral sys-
tem of the Hong Kong SAR may be limited to Annex I and 
Annex II to the Basic Law, without revising the main body 
of the Basic Law. After serious consideration of various fac-
tors and discussions with relevant parties, central and state 
authorities propose a two-step approach, namely, “decision 
plus amendment”. In the first step, the NPC, in accordance 
with the relevant provisions of the Constitution, the Basic 
Law, and the Law on Safeguarding National Security in the 
Hong Kong SAR, makes the decision on improving the elec-
toral system of the Hong Kong SAR, which lays out the basic 
principles for revising and improving the electoral system of 
the Hong Kong SAR as well as the core elements of such re-
vision and improvement. Meanwhile, the NPC authorizes its 
Standing Committee to amend Annex I and Annex II to the 
Basic Law in accordance with the decision. In the second 
step, in accordance with the Constitution, the Basic Law, the 
Law on Safeguarding National Security in the Hong Kong 
SAR, and the NPC decision, the NPC Standing Committee 
amends Annex I: Method for the Selection of the Chief Ex-
ecutive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
and Annex II: Method for the Formation of the Legislative 

Council of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
and Its Voting Procedures of the Basic Law of the Hong 
Kong SAR. The amended Annex I and Annex II will contain 
specific and express provisions on the new democratic elec-
toral system of the Hong Kong SAR. After the amendment 
of Annex I and Annex II at the State level is completed, the 
Hong Kong SAR will amend relevant local laws accordingly.

At its 26th session on 27-28 February 2021, the Standing 
Committee of the 13th NPC heard and deliberated on the 
Report of the State Council on Revising and Improving the 
Electoral System of the Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region and Relevant Recommendations. It endorsed the 
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The main body of the draft decision 
lays out the basic principles for 
revising and improving the electoral 
system of the Hong Kong SAR as 
well as the core elements of such 
revision and improvement. 

Tam Yiu Chung, a member of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress and secretary general of the Hong Kong Coalition receives an 
interview with China News Service. Tan said that improving the electoral system resonates with the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administra-
tive Region of the People’s Republic of China. It is constitutional, legal, reasonable, and for the good of Hong Kong. Fan Siyi
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Carrie Lam, Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region (HKSAR), said on March 8 that the 
“decision plus amendment” approach to improving the HK-
SAR electoral system is legal and constitutional, and that 
the HKSAR government will cooperate with central author-
ities to carry out the work in three aspects. Lam elaborated 
on the aspects at a press briefing.

Firstly, the HKSAR government will push forward the 
explanation work. Secondly, the Constitutional and Main-
land Affairs Bureau and the Department of Justice of the 
HKSAR government will undertake the work of amending 
local electoral legislation.

Thirdly, through the amendment of the local electoral 
legislation and the full and accurate implementation of the 
selection of the HKSAR chief executive and the formation 
of the HKSAR Legislative Council in Annex I and II of the 
Basic Law, amended by the Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress, the HKSAR government will 
properly arrange elections in the next 12 months.

Lam also expressed respect for the central authori-
ties’ leading role and decision-making in this regard. She 
stressed that there is an urgent need to plug the loopholes 
and improve the HKSAR electoral system so that it can 
return to the original aspirations, channels and frameworks 
of the principle of “one country, two systems.” (Xinhua)

HKSAR gov’t to work  
with central authorities  
to improve electoral  
system: Carrie Lam

Report’s recommendations on revising and improving the 
electoral system of the Hong Kong SAR. On this basis, in 
accordance with relevant provisions of the Constitution, 
the Basic Law of the Hong Kong SAR, and the Law on Safe-
guarding National Security in the Hong Kong SAR as well 
as relevant decisions of the NPC and its Standing Commit-
tee, and in light of the actual conditions in the Hong Kong 
SAR, the Legislative Affairs Commission of the NPC Stand-
ing Committee drew up the Draft Decision of the National 
People’s Congress on Improving the Electoral System of 
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, which, after 
deliberation by the NPC Standing Committee, has been sub-
mitted to the Fourth Session of the 13th NPC for delibera-
tion.

III. Overview of the draft decision
The Draft Decision of the National People’s Congress on 

Improving the Electoral System of the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region consists of an introduction and the 
main body. The introduction briefly explains the purposes 
and legal basis of the decision. The relevant decision to be 
taken by the NPC is based on Article 31 and sub-paragraphs 
2, 14 and 16 of Article 62 of the Constitution and relevant 
provisions of the Basic Law of the Hong Kong SAR and the 
Law on Safeguarding National Security in the Hong Kong 
SAR. It takes into full consideration the practical need for 
improving the relevant electoral system of the Hong Kong 
SAR and of the reality in the Hong Kong SAR. It will make 
a new constitutional arrangement for a set of institutions to 
improve the electoral system of the Hong Kong SAR and ad-
vance the democratic political system that fits Hong Kong’s 
actual conditions. Such an institutional arrangement is in 
line with the stipulations and principles of the Constitution 
and the Basic Law of the Hong Kong SAR, and holds solid 
political and legal ground. It will help ensure that patriots 
form the main body of administrators in Hong Kong, and 
guarantee the sound and sustained implementation of One 
Country, Two Systems in Hong Kong. 

The main body of the draft decision lays out the basic 
principles for revising and improving the electoral system of 
the Hong Kong SAR as well as the core elements of such re-
vision and improvement. At the same time, it authorizes the 
NPC Standing Committee to amend Annex Ι and Annex II to 
the Basic Law in accordance with this decision. During de-
liberations on revising and improving the electoral system 
of the Hong Kong SAR, central and state authorities have 
thought through issues related to making this decision and 
then amending Annex Ι and Annex II to the Basic Law, and 
have made arrangements accordingly. After the adoption of 
this decision by the NPC, the NPC Standing Committee will 
work, pursuant to this decision and in coordination with 
other competent authorities, to promptly launch the proce-
dure of amending Annex Ι and Annex II to the Basic Law. 
Upon the promulgation and entry into force of the amended 
Annex Ι and Annex II to the Basic Law, the previous Annex Ι, 
Annex II and their amendments will be repealed simultane-
ously. 

The Draft Decision of the National People’s Congress on 
Improving the Electoral System of the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region and the above Explanations are now 
submitted for deliberation. 

The closing meeting of the Fourth Session of the 13th National 
People’s Congress is held at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing 
on March 11. Zhang Yuwei
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China projects confidence with 
over 6% GDP growth target

Under the Outline of the 14th 
Five-Year Plan 2021—2025 for 
National Economic and Social 
Development and the Long-Range 
Objectives Through the Year 2035.

Spotlight

By Wang Cong, Shen Weiduo, Liu Xuanzun and Cao Siqi

While the world was still mostly under the thick 
cloud of the COVID-19 pandemic, on March 5, 
China convened its annual legislative session, 
one of the biggest in the world, and released a 

flurry of sweeping plans and goals, including a GDP growth 
target of more than 6 percent for 2021 and a 6.8 percent 
increase in its military spending, demonstrating its resil-
ience and confidence in advancing in all areas, including the 
economy, people’s livelihood and national defense.

China’s return to its decades-old tradition of setting an 
economic growth target, after skipping it for the first time in 
2020, its ability to balance various priorities to ensure robust 
economic development and national security, as well as its 
ambitious and specific long-term development plans are pro-
jecting steadiness and a sense of certainty to a world rattled 
by the pandemic, analysts noted.

Notwithstanding, a relatively conservative growth target 
for 2021 and a slight increase in the defense budget also un-
derscored the lingering formidable tasks ahead, including 
eliminating the novel coronavirus, improving the economy’s 
quality and sustainability, and weillbeing of the Chinese peo-
ple. 

Show of confidence

In the Government Work Report delivered by Premier 
Li Keqiang at the opening of the annual session of the 
National People’s Congress (NPC), China’s GDP growth 
target was set at over 6 percent for 2021, defying market 
expectations that a specific numeric target could not be 
set after China decided to forego it for the first time in de-
cades last year due to COVID-19.

Premier Li Keqiang delivers a government work report at the opening 
meeting of the Fourth Session of the 13th National People’s Congress in 
Beijing on March 5. Ding Lin
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“In setting this target, we have taken into account the re-
covery of economic activity. A target of over 6 percent will 
enable all of us to devote full energy to promoting reform, in-
novation and high-quality development,” Li told 2,900 NPC 
deputies from across the country who gathered inside the 
Great Hall of the People in Beijing.

The NPC session is normally held almost simultaneously 
with the annual meeting of the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference National Committee, the country’s 
top political advisory body, which has over 2,100 members. 
Collectively known as the “two sessions, ”the annual gath-
ering is a key event in the country’s political calendar and a 
window into China’s policy priorities. 

“The 2021 Government Work Report is realistic, prag-
matic, focused and inspiring. Against the backdrop of un-
certainty around the world, the report conveys certainty 
and boosts confidence and morale,” said Zhang Jindong, 
an NPC deputy and chairman of e-commerce giant Suning 
Holdings Group after listening to the report.

Even the bottom end of the target means that growth will 
rebound sharply from last year’s 2.3 percent and return to 
pre-pandemic levels of about 6.1 percent. It would also put 
China in the leading position among major economies in the 
world regarding the recovery process. 

The International Monetary Fund projects the global 
economy will grow by 5.5 percent in 2021, with developed 
economies expected to grow by 4.3 percent.

Also underscoring China’s confidence was a decision to 
increase its 2021 defense budget by 6.8 percent to 1.35 tril-
lion yuan ($209 billion), a faster pace than the 6.6 percent 
in 2020 and largely in line with the targeted growth rate of 
the economy given the role China plays to maintain world 
peace.

In another move that few countries have been able to 
achieve during such uncertain times, China also released an 
ambitious plan for the next 5 to 15 years, when it expects to 
become a modern socialist power with a green, sustainable 
and innovation-driven economy.  

Under the Outline of the 14th Five-Year Plan 2021—2025 
for National Economic and Social Development and the 
Long-Range Objectives Through the Year 2035, GDP growth 
will be maintained at a “reasonable range,” which some ana-
lysts say could mean an average annual growth of between 4.7 
and 5 percent in the next 15 years. In keeping with the green 
and innovation-driven growth target, China will aim for a 
7-percent annual growth in research and development spend-
ing during the period, as well as a 13.5 percent drop in energy 
consumption per GDP unit and an 18 percent cut in carbon 
dioxide emissions per GDP unit.

Given China’s role as the main global growth driver, the 
target “also boosts global confidence and offers very concrete 
reassurance for post-pandemic global economic recovery,” 
said Wei Jianguo, former vice minister of Commerce and Ex-
ecutive Deputy Director of the China Center for International 
Economic Exchanges, adding that a robust and rapidly-open-
ing Chinese economy will contribute more to the global econ-
omy.

Wei noted that the 30-page report was very concise but 
also highly detailed in terms of policy plans, with a heavy fo-
cus on high-quality growth as well as people’s livelihood.

The report set a slew of other targets that are directly 

linked to people’s livelihood, including creating 11 million 
new urban jobs in 2021 compared to 9 million in 2020 and 
keeping consumer price increases at 3 percent this year, com-
pared to 3.5 percent last year. 

The report also aimed to cut energy consumption per GDP 
unit by about 3 percent this year and reach a grain output of 
over 650 million metric tons to ensure good living conditions 
and adequate food supply.

Formidable tasks ahead

Although expectations and confidence are running high, 
Li said there are formidable tasks ahead for China in a wide 
range of areas, including defusing risks in the financial sector 
and other areas, protecting the environment and addressing 
weaknesses in areas important to people’s needs.

This view was also reflected in the setting of various tar-
gets, particularly the growth target for 2021, which is well 
below a widely-accepted forecast of over 8 percent for the 
year.

“The target is very moderate compared to high market 
expectations,” said Tian Yun, vice director of the Beijing Eco-
nomic Operation Association and former economist at the 
state economic planning agency, noting that the lower target 
may be aimed at leaving sufficient room in fiscal and mone-
tary policies to address debt and financial risks.

In line with that view, the report said that China has set 
its deficit-to-GDP ratio at about 3.2 percent compared to 
3.6 percent in 2020 and there will be no special bonds for 
COVID-19 issued this year, it said. 

The report also said prudent monetary policy will be flex-
ible and the quality, efficiency and sustainability of proactive 
fiscal policy will be enhanced.

Sun Guojun, an official with the State Council Research 
Office and member of the report’s drafting team, said at a 
press briefing on March 5 that the target of over 6 percent is 
based on many factors, including the current economic re-
covery process, low base numbers and the need to maintain 
“sustained and sound development,” while avoiding abruptly 
high or low annual goals.

In addition to economic risks, there are other challeng-
es, including the need to maintain anti-epidemic measures 
against COVID-19.

“China will continue to face many development risks and 
challenges, but the economic fundamentals that will sustain 
long-term growth remain unchanged. We should stay confi-
dent, meet challenges head-on, and consolidate the founda-
tion for economic recovery to ensure sustained and healthy 
economic and social development,” Li said. 

China will continue to face many 
development risks and challenges, 
but the economic fundamentals 
that will sustain long-term 
growth remain unchanged.
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China’s lawmakers on March 5 began reviewing a 
national blueprint featuring high-quality devel-
opment, technological innovation and a greener 
future for a country that has long been seeking 

modernity and national rejuvenation.
The draft outline of the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-2025) 

for National Economic and Social Development and the 
Long-Range Objectives Through the Year 2035, which spec-
ifies the main goals and tasks for the world’s second-largest 
economy in its march toward modernization, was submitted 
to the Fourth Session of the 13th National People’s Congress 
(NPC).

The long-range objectives were unveiled as China embarks 
on the journey toward its second centenary goal of “building 
a modern socialist country that is prosperous, strong, demo-
cratic, culturally advanced and harmonious.”

China unveils action plan 
for modernization

“China will achieve basic socialist modernization by 2035,” 
according to the draft outline, which is seen as an action plan 
for the entire nation.

The blueprint provides a glimpse of a future life where a 
scaled-up 5G network and high-speed railways closely knit 
the world’s most populous country, and scientists explore 
new frontiers in areas such as next-generation artificial intel-
ligence, quantum information, gene technology and integrat-
ed circuits.

In a “smart, shared and harmonious new digital life,” ro-
bot waiters and highly-automated parking lots will be famil-
iar to the Chinese people, according to the draft outline.

With its GDP exceeding the 100 trillion yuan ($15.33 
trillion) mark in 2020, China’s future development path be-
comes clearer amid major changes not seen in a century.

The key document includes an array of benchmark eco-

An aerial photo shows the Yellow River Three Gorges scenic area located upstream of the Xiaolangdi Dam in Jiyuan of central China’s Henan Prov-
ince on September 12, 2020. Xinhua



37ISSUE 1 · 2021

nomic indicators, including an economy running within an 
appropriate range, an annual 7-percent growth in research 
and development spending, a surveyed urban unemployment 
rate kept below 5.5 percent, and drastically-slashed carbon 
dioxide emissions per GDP unit in the next five years.

“The major benchmark indicators set in the draft outline 
are just like peaches on a tree that can only be picked if one 
jumps high,” said He Lifeng, head of the National Develop-
ment and Reform Commission. “And we must jump high.”

The development plan, a crucial tool for the macroeco-
nomic governance in a country that gives a decisive role to 
the market in the allocation of resources, highlights China’s 
new development paradigm of “dual circulation,” where do-
mestic and overseas markets reinforce each other with the 
domestic market as the mainstay.

Principally focusing on domestic issues, the draft outline 
stresses building a “complete domestic demand system” and 
a strong domestic market, while sending reassuring messages 
to the world by pledging “higher-level opening up” and re-
duced import tariffs.

China will put its development focus on the real economy, 

China adheres to high-quality 
growth on its journey 
to modernization

China has set a modest economic growth target for 2021, as 
it experiences fundamental changes with its development focus 
shifting from quantity to quality.

“A target of over 6 percent will enable all of us to devote full 
energy to promoting reform, innovation and high-quality devel-
opment,” Premier Li Keqiang said on March 5 when he delivered 
this year’s Government Work Report to the National People’s 
Congress (NPC).

The annual target was significantly below the consensus of 
analysts, who estimated growth could climb to 8 percent this 
year.

The lower-than-expected target showed China is undergoing 
gradual moderation in growth and will give provinces more room 
to pursue high-quality development that is more efficient, equi-
table, sustainable and secure, said Bai Yongxiu, a professor at 
Northwest University.

“Sticking to the new development concept and the high-quali-
ty growth model is a must to secure a good start for fully building 
a modern socialist country by 2050,” said Zhang Yansheng, 
chief researcher of the China Center for International Economic 
Exchanges.

Since the 1960s, only a dozen of over 100 middle-income 
countries and regions have become high-income economies by 
shifting their development models from quantitative expansion to 
qualitative improvement. By contrast, the countries and regions 
that stagnated or regressed at the middle-income leve all failed 
to realize this fundamental change.

“China must pursue high-quality development in order to 

escape the middle-income trap,” said Zhang, referring to the 
world’s second-largest economy.

People-centered approach
One significant feature of China’s modernization is to im-

prove people’s wellbeing, as evidenced by the country’s hercu-
lean efforts to eradicate poverty over the past years.

China is committed to the people-centered philosophy of 
development and strives to further improve people’s livelihood 
through pursuing high-quality development.

“The principal contradiction in Chinese society has evolved 
into people’s ever-growing need for a better life and the imbal-
ance and inadequacy of development. High-quality develop-
ment is absolutely key to resolving this contradiction,” Bai said.

A series of measures will be implemented over the next five 
years, including increasing people’s incomes, boosting employ-
ment, building a high-quality education system and improving 
the multi-level social security system, according to a draft outline 
of the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25) for National Economic and 
Social Development and the Long-Range Objectives Through 
the Year 2035.

“Chinese people will receive greater and more equitable ben-
efits from reform and development, while enjoying more sub-
stantial, assured and lasting feelings of fulfillment, happiness 
and security, as China makes constant strides toward the goal 
of common prosperity,” Bai added.

Strengthening innovation
In pursuit of stellar scientific and technological break-

throughs, China is upholding innovation as the centerpiece of 
its modernization drive, while at the same time, making itself a 
country of innovators.

China should step up efforts to strengthen innovation ca-
pacity, with a greater emphasis on basic research and original 
creation, said Lei Jun, a deputy to the 13th NPC and founder 

accelerate the building of its manufacturing strength and de-
velop strategic emerging industries like information technol-
ogy and new energy, according to the draft.

In the next five years, technological self-sufficiency and 
self-improvement will serve as a strategic cornerstone for na-
tional development, the outline says.

It also targets the advancement of people’s wellbeing by 
improving childcare, boosting employment, actively respond-
ing to an aging population and raising average life expectancy 
by a year.

The outline, which will be reviewed by lawmakers at the 
NPC session, signals that socialist modernization, in contrast 
to its Western counterparts, is tangibly in reach for the Chi-
nese people.

“Modernity has always been pluralistic, and there is no 
unified plan for modernization,” said Chen Shuguang, a 
professor at the Party School of the Communist Party of 
China Central Committee. “It is increasingly clear that the 
modernization China seeks will not be a mere replica of the 
Western one.” 
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and CEO of Xiaomi, a leading smartphone manufacturer.
“I believe the country’s science and technology industries will 

show greater vitality with the implementation of the measures 
mentioned in the draft,” Lei said.

Li Daokui, a national political advisor and economist with 
Tsinghua University, said technological innovation is key to ex-
pediting industrial upgrading, since China still faces bottlenecks 
in some core technologies in critical fields.

“Years of entrepreneurial experiences made us realize that 
science and technology constitute a primary productive force,” 
said Xu Guanju, an NPC deputy and president of Transfar 
Group, a chemical company in east China’s Zhejiang Province.

Xu said his company’s continuous investment in innovation 
has paid off. “Through a slew of innovative technologies, our 
labor productivity rose by 25 percent, while production manage-
ment costs fell by the same amount.”

China pledged more efforts to enhance enterprises’ innova-
tion capacity, stimulate the vitality of talent for innovation and 
make institutional improvements in sci-tech innovation during its 
14th Five-Year Plan period.

China’s research and development spending will increase by 
more than 7 percent per year over the next five years, account-
ing for a higher percentage of GDP compared to the past five 
years, according to the draft outline.

Green growth
Despite increasing downward pressure over the years, China 

has been steadfast in resisting the old ways of economic expan-
sion, which severely affected the environment, as leadership 
repeatedly underscored that “lucid waters and lush mountains 
are invaluable assets.”

Pursuing an eco-friendly growth pattern, China has taken 
stringent measures to promote the wider use of renewable en-
ergy, cut the production capacity of resource-intensive sectors 
and wage a battle against pollution.

Faced with unprecedented headwinds from COVID-19 last 
year, the country did not lessen its efforts toward green devel-
opment as it initiated a total ban on importing solid waste and a 
10-year fishing ban along the Yangtze River.

“This year, China will continue to intensify efforts to improve 
the environment,” Premier Li said in the work report.

The ban on the importation of solid waste will remain in 
place, urban household waste sorting will be promoted in a 
well-planned manner, the use of eco-friendly express delivery 
packaging will be encouraged and the collection and treatment 
of hazardous waste and medical waste will be improved, ac-
cording to the report.

In addition, the government will draw up an action plan for 
peaking carbon emissions before 2030 and make efforts to 
improve its industrial structure and energy mix.

This shows that the government is walking a fine line be-
tween economic development and environmental protection, 
said Zhu Ning, a professor at Shanghai Jiao Tong University.

Green development will be elevated to a higher position in 
the country’s modernization drive, according to Cui Zhenhai, a 
research fellow with Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies 
at Renmin University of China. (Xinhua)

A look at China’s 
democracy, 
rule of law at 
“two sessions”

The National People’s Congress adopted amendment to the NPC Rules 
of Procedure. Zhang Yuwei

China’s “two sessions”, the annual sessions of the 
top legislature and top political advisory body, are 
a key event on the country’s political calendar.

As major issues are discussed, the event offers 
outsiders a good opportunity to see democracy and the rule 
of law at work in the country’s political system.

“One of the great misunderstandings about China is that it 
is not a democracy,” said Mario Cavolo, an Italian-American 
writer and commentator. But there are many democratic as-
pects and processes in the Constitution, laws and the way the 
legislature operates, he added.
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A look at China’s 
democracy, 
rule of law at 
“two sessions”

Whole-process democracy

At this year’s session, the National People’s Congress 
(NPC), mulled amendments to two laws on its organizational 
and working procedures: the Organic Law of the NPC and the 
Rules of Procedure for the NPC.

Explaining the draft amendments to fellow lawmakers, 
Wang Chen, vice chairman of the NPC Standing Committee, 
said amending the two laws is an institutional guarantee for 
upholding whole-process democracy.

This means all major legislative decision-making is proce-
dure-based and follows democratic deliberations. Democracy 
is not complete if people only have the right to vote without 
the right of broad participation.

Socialist democracy runs through all processes including 
elections, decision-making, administration and supervision.

“Whole-process democracy is a hallmark of socialist de-
mocracy that distinguishes it from various capitalist demo-
cratic systems,” Wang said.

Tong Weidong, a legislative official with the NPC Standing 
Committee, said a fine example of whole-process democra-
cy is the establishment of local legislative outreach offices, 
where over 1,300 opinions were collected last year, contribut-
ing to 16 pieces of legislation.

Compared to the West, Cavolo said, China is doing a much 
better job of taking care of the whole society and listening to 
its people, instead of serving the wealthy class.

People’s wisdom in blueprint

Democracy is in full swing as China formulates a blueprint 

for the country’s social and economic development over the 
next 5 to 15 years.

The draft outline of the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-2025) 
for National Economic and Social Development and the 
Long-Range Objectives Through the Year 2035, reviewed and 
passed by the legislative session, is a good mix of top-level 
design and people’s wisdom.

The National Development and Reform Commission, 
tasked with drafting the outline, received over 37,000 com-
ments through online solicitation, along with more than 
4,000 questionnaires physically handed out to specific 
groups.

A number of symposiums with national lawmakers and 
political advisors enabled the commission to collect more 
than 300 constructive suggestions.

Before the draft outline was put on the table for legisla-
tors and political advisors, the document was discussed at 
meetings of the central leadership of the Communist Party of 
China and the State Council, as well as symposiums and sem-
inars with professionals across the board.

Laurence J. Brahm, a senior international fellow at the 
Center for China and Globalization, said Chinese democracy 
is different from that in the West.

“It is a system of consensus-building. It is quiet, and in 
many ways, like Tai Chi,” said Brahm. In Western countries, 
a lot of energy is spent on elections, while the agendas are 
influenced by Wall Street and other business interests, he 
added.

Socialist rule of law

On March 8, top legislator Li Zhanshu delivered the work 
report of the NPC Standing Committee, saying that efforts 
must be accelerated to improve the Chinese socialist system 
of laws.

According to the legislative plan unveiled in Li’s report, 
legislative work in key and emerging areas will be strength-
ened in 2021.

The legislature will move promptly to conduct research on 
laws and regulations related to new technologies and applica-
tions such as the digital economy, internet finance, artificial 
intelligence, big data and cloud computing, according to the 
report.

Last year, the NPC adopted the Civil Code, the first in the 
history of the People’s Republic of China. This year’s report 
added that work should be conducted to formulate codes for 
“sectors where conditions are ripe.”

China aims to develop a system of socialist rule of law with 
Chinese characteristics, which will take shape over the next 
five years, said Hu Jianmiao, a law professor at the National 
Academy of Governance.

In the work report of the Supreme People’s Court, Chief 
Justice Zhou Qiang said the work of the top court is centered 
on the goal of “letting the people feel justice is served in every 
judicial case.”

He also said China emphasizes the protection of people’s 
legitimate rights and interests as well as the prevention and 
punishment of crimes.

“We work to ensure the innocent are protected and the 
guilty do not escape punishment,” Zhou said. (Xinhua) 
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At the 2021 “two sessions,” multiple National Peo-
ple’s Congress (NPC) deputies proposed the modifica-
tion of the punishment standard for drunk drivers. 

Drunk driving has ranked No. 1 in all criminal cases 
concluded since 2019. The Criminal Law was amend-
ed in 2011 to penalize drunk drivers due to the rising 
public pressure, said NPC deputy Han Deyun, and it 
has effectively curbed the dangerous crime that jeopar-
dizes people’s safety and property. But it has also gone 
a bit too far, with many drunk drivers who did not cause 
direct public harm receiving criminal punishment. 

Discussions concerning the punishment standard 
revision focused on increasing the limit of blood alcohol 
levels and adding more lenient punishment for drivers 
who plead guilty and accept penalties. 

Zhang Boli, a deputy to the NPC and president of 
the Tianjin University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, 
submitted suggestions to the NPC on the containment 
of COVID-19 variants, calling for the establishment of 
a national coronavirus strain bank. So far, at least eight 
new virus strains have been identified in 77 countries, 
with China detecting variants in multiple imported cases. 
Zhang noted that China has substantially curbed the 
spread of the virus, but with the change of temperature, 
the pressure rises for preventing the coronavirus from 
re-entering the country and causing a new epidemic. 
Therefore, it is necessary to establish a virus strain bank 
to better understand and fight COVID-19 variants. 

NPC deputies from the Hong Kong Special Admin-
istrative Region (HKSAR) Chen Yong, Chen Xiaofeng 
and Chen Manqi voiced full support for improving the 
electoral system in the HKSAR. Chen Yong noted that 
legal means should be employed to ensure safe and 
proper future development of the Chinese people, 
including the 7.5 million Hong Kong residents. The elec-
toral system should be changed to ensure that Hong 
Kong is administered by people who love the country, 
and the system should be conductive to protecting 
China’s national sovereignty and security, according to 
Chen Xiaofeng and Chen Manqi. 

NPC deputies suggest to alter  
drunk driving punishment

Suggestions on tackling coronavirus 
variants submitted 

HK deputies voice support for improving 
the HKSAR’s electoral system 

Deputies

Voices of 
NPC deputies

The Fourth Session of the 13th National People’s Con-
gress (NPC), opened in Beijing on March 5, as about 3,000 
NPC deputies gathered from all over the country to raise 
suggestions and motions regarding the jobs of the Commu-
nist Party of China and the State, along with the enactment 
and modification of major laws. 

Elected by the people to represent their interests, NPC 
deputies from all walks of life remain true to the people’s 
aspiration and work in concert with the people. They seize 
every opportunity to conduct surveys and research, and lis-
ten to the people’s opinions, suggestions and voices. At the 
NPC annual session exemplifying democracy and the rule 
of law, deputies put forward motions and suggestions based 
on their findings and provide advice about the Work Report 
of the Government, the Work Report of the NPC Standing 
Committee and law modification motions, among others in 
line with the people’s interests. Through them, the voices of 
the 1.4 billion Chinese people are heard in the Great Hall 
of the People. With opinions and suggestions proposed by 
deputies from various fields and industries, the reports and 
draft laws are constantly polished, refined and improved. 
They eventually become laws that protect the people’s 
interest and reflect their concerns. 

We interviewed some NPC deputies and compiled the 
following messages about their motions and suggestions.   

By Zhang Meijuan
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NPC deputies Wang Shiling and Gao Mingqin 
proposed the acceleration of the process of modifi-
cation to the Law on Physical Culture and Sports at 
the NPC’s annual session. The modifications aim to 
promote the national fitness campaign and physical 
education in school, as well as provisions about the 
sports industry and sports arbitration, according to the 
deputies. Enacted in 1995, the sports law has been 
revised twice before its latest proposed revision was 
incorporated into the top legislature’s plan for legisla-
tion in 2018. The significant development of China’s 
sports in recent years creates a solid foundation for 
the modification, which seeks to revamp the country’s 
sports management system, Wang added.   

Weng Guoxing, a deputy to the NPC, urged the 
combination of medicine and engineering to ad-
vance medical development at the Fourth Session 
of the 13th NPC in Beijing. The cardiologist sug-
gested that medicine will evolve as other disciplines 
advance and that platforms for such a combination 
should be set up in hospitals or universities. Weng 
explained that there are three major steps for the 
interdisciplinary development platform, namely 
increasing the investment in basic research, train-
ing talent and determining the specific direction of 
research.  

You Quanrong, an NPC deputy and presi-
dent of the Hubei Provincial Higher People’s Court, 
suggested an ecological court be set up for the Yang-
tze River in central China’s Wuhan of Hubei Province 
at the Fourth Session of the 13th NPC. The proposed 
ecological court seeks to ensure that the Yangtze 
River Protection  Law will be enforced uniformly 
throughout the basin and to provide legal guidance for 
the conservation of the river, according to You. The 
NPC Standing Committee passed the landmark law in 
December 2020 as the country’s first legislation on a 
specific river basin. 

Ding Lieming, an NPC deputy and chairman of a 
pharmaceutical company, submitted his suggestions 
on setting up mandatory security checks at hospitals to 
the Fourth Session of the 13th NPC. The suggestions 
come as China has seen a string of violent acts against 
doctors in recent years, which have fueled public 
anger. Ding explained that in most cases, the crime 
was premeditated, with instrument of crime prepared 
in advance. Therefore, security checks at the entrance 
of hospitals or key areas can help intercept dangerous 
objects that could cause harm in hospitals. 

The vice chairman of the NPC Social Development 
Affairs Committee, Ren Xianliang stressed the impor-
tance of promptly improving cyberspace governance 
and solving bottleneck problems. According to Ren, 
the former vice minister of the Cyberspace Adminis-
tration of China, with nearly 1 billion netizens, China 
sees countless information generated and spread on 
the internet every day. Therefore cyberspace gover-
nance must be enhanced to prevent the internet from 
being fraught with rumors, fraud and traps. We should 
upgrade legislation on internet security, content man-
agement and digitalization, among other things, as well 
as speed up the introduction of laws and regulations on 
new technologies and clamp down on harmful informa-
tion pursuant to the laws, Ren added. 

NPC deputy Zhao Wanping submitted suggestions 
on the development of new smart cities to the Fourth 
Session of the 13th NPC. Since the COVID-19 outbreak 
in early 2020, health QR codes and online supervision 
have served as a strong defense against the pandemic, 
demonstrating China’s achievements in smart city con-
struction. However, information isolated island, insuffi-
cient and unbalanced digitization development, along 
with other issues, were exposed in China’s response 
to the pandemic. Zhao underlined the importance of 
accelerating commercialization of key technology find-
ings like big data and artificial intelligence to tackle the 
problems of developing smart cities. 

(Compiled by Zhang Meijuan)

NPC deputies advocate modifications  
to China’s sports law 

Weng Guoxing makes suggestions  
on medical development 

NPC deputy advances establishment of 
Yangtze River ecological court NPC deputy proposes mandatory  

security checks at hospitals 

Ren Xianliang calls for enhancement  
of cyberspace governance 

Deputy submits suggestions on 
development of smart city 
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President Xi Jinping pointed the way for China, 
which is at a historic development juncture, by 
expounding on a wide range of topics at this 
year’s Two Sessions, a key political event which 

closed on March 11.
Two sessions refer to the country’s annual meetings of 

the National People’s Congress (NPC) and the National 
Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference.

Xi, also General Secretary of the Communist Party of 
China Central Committee and Chairman of the Central Mili-
tary Commission, participated in deliberations with nation-
al legislators and joined discussions with political advisors.

He took part in deliberations with lawmakers from Inner 
Mongolia Autonomous Region and Qinghai Province, and 
attended a plenary meeting of the delegation of the People’s 
Liberation Army and People’s Armed Police Force. He also 
joined national political advisors from the education, medi-
cal and health sectors in a joint group meeting.

This year marks a historic juncture for China, as it em-
barks on a new quest for fully building a modern socialist 
country. Here are some key takeaways from Xi’s speeches 
that may provide insights into China’s development tra-
jectory.

Green GDP

Xi has always stressed adopting a holistic approach to con-
serving mountains, rivers, forests, farmlands, lakes and grass-
lands. This year, he added “deserts” to the picture.

Top-level design and comprehensive measures are needed 
to protect the eco-systems in mountains, rivers, forests, farm-
lands, lakes, grasslands and deserts, said Xi.

Highlighting the concept of a “green GDP,” Xi said that main-
taining a good ecological environment is of enormous value.

Ethnic Unity

Xi stressed cementing the sense of community within the 
Chinese nation.

He called for promoting the standard spoken and written 
Chinese language and the use of state-compiled textbooks.

Efforts should be made to facilitate more comprehen-
sive understanding of the Party’s policies concerning ethnic 
groups, especially among young people, Xi said.

People’s Health as “Strategic Priority”

Xi stressed giving “strategic priority” to safeguarding 

Xi’s messages point way for China 
at historic development juncture

The Fourth Session of the 13th National People’s Congress opens at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on March 5. Li Xiang

Insights
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people’s health and focusing on tackling major diseases and 
problems that affect people’s health.

The country’s public health protection network should 
be fortified, and efforts should be made to promote the 
high-quality development of public hospitals, he said, calling 
for comprehensive healthcare for people at all stages of life.

The fight against COVID-19 has once again proved that 
prevention is the most economical and effective health strat-
egy, Xi said, calling for reforming and improving the disease 
prevention and control system.

Xi also urged the preservation and development of tradi-
tional Chinese medicine and breakthroughs in core technolo-
gies in key areas, as well as more protection, care and support 
for health workers.

Quality Basic Public Education

On education, Xi said China must strive to build a 
high-quality and balanced basic public education service sys-
tem.

He emphasized the socialist orientation in the running of 
schools, the non-profit nature of education and the develop-
ment of education that meets the needs of the people.

Education is essential to the country and the Party, Xi 
stressed.

He called for efforts to train more talent that can contrib-
ute to the country’s high-quality development and high-level 
self-reliance.

Teachers are the central pillar of education, and strength-
ening the professional ethics of teachers must be given prior-
ity, Xi said.

High-quality Development 
People’s Wellbeing

Xi noted that high-quality development is the general 
requirement for all aspects of economic and social develop-
ment.

It will not only be the requirement for developed regions, 
but will also be the requirement for implementation by all 
regions, Xi said, urging each region to pursue high-quality 
development based on local conditions.

He called for efforts to integrate high-quality development 
with concrete actions in meeting people’s aspirations for a 
better life.

Xi stressed efforts to strengthen areas of weakness in im-
proving people’s wellbeing, unfailingly meet the basic living 
needs of the people and improve the availability and equality 
of basic public services.

He asked local authorities to promote coordinated devel-
opment between rural and urban areas, advance rural vital-
ization on all fronts, improve people’s wellbeing and build a 
new socialist countryside that is beautiful, prosperous and 
harmonious.

Combat Readiness

Xi emphasized achieving a good start in strengthening 
national defense and the armed forces during the 14th Five-
Year Plan period (2021-2025).

Development of the armed forces must focus on combat 

Chinese lawmakers raise 
473 bills to annual legisla-
tive session

Deputies to the Fourth Session of the 13th National 
People’s Congress (NPC), China’s national legislature, have 
submitted 473 bills as of 12 p.m. March 8 (Beijing Time), 
according to the secretariat of the session. 

The secretariat said it has also received around 9,000 
pieces of suggestions, criticisms and comments from NPC 
deputies. 

Among the bills, 465 of them covered legislative items, 
focusing on topics including improving people’s wellbeing 
and social governance, developing a modernized economic 
system, protecting the environment and promoting green 
development, the secretariat said. 

The suggestions put forward by NPC deputies focus on 
topics such as consolidating and expanding the achieve-
ments of poverty eradication, enhancing the comprehensive 
protection of intellectual property rights, reinforcing national 
strategic strength in science and technology, among others, 
it added.(Xinhua)

readiness, he said.
Xi pressed for efforts to step up building high-caliber stra-

tegic deterrence and joint operation systems.
He called for an intensified push and more concrete mea-

sures in the pursuit of independent innovation in science and 
technology in order to fully leverage its role as the strategic 
support for military development.

Highlighting the instabilities and uncertainties in China’s 
current security situation, Xi said all of the armed forces 
must always be ready to respond to all kinds of complex and 
difficult situations, resolutely safeguard national sovereignty, 
security and development interests, as well as provide strong 
support for fully building a modern socialist country. 
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NPC Standing Committee strongly 
condemns US sanctions on Chinese 
officials over HK electoral reform

A spokesperson of the National People’s Congress 
(NPC) Standing Committee strongly condemned 
US sanctions on 14 Chinese senior officials, saying 
the US using Hong Kong Special Administrative 

Region as an excuse to recklessly interfere in China’s do-
mestic affairs is “unreasonable” and “vicious.” 

The spokesperson pointed out that Hong Kong’s electoral 
system is an important part of the city’s political system, and 
it is the central government’s authority of what electoral sys-
tem to run in Hong Kong. 

In recent years, especially in 2019 during the riots, Hong 
Kong’s legal and social order has been severely damaged, and 
the “one country, two systems” principle was seriously chal-
lenged, the spokesperson pointed out. The NPC, as China’s top 
legislature, which has the authority empowered by the Consti-
tution, has the right and obligation to make decisions on and 

improve Hong Kong’s electoral system, the spokesperson said.
The response came after US Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken announced on March 17 new sanctions on officials 
from the Chinese mainland and the Hong Kong Special Ad-
ministrative Region over the Hong Kong electoral reform.

According to the spokesperson, this reform is to eliminate 
existing risks of Hong Kong’s current mechanism, and pro-
vide guarantees for “one country, two systems,” as well as 
implementing “patriots governing Hong Kong.”

Hong Kong’s affairs are China’s domestic affairs and allow 
no foreign interference, said the spokesperson, noting that the 
NPC will continue to carry out its duty and safeguard national 
sovereignty, security and interests, as well as to provide legal 
guarantees for cracking down on “Hong Kong secessionism,” 
making sure “patriots governing Hong Kong” and long-term 
stability and prosperity of the city. (Global Times)
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China’s historic poverty campaign 
champions human rights
By Liu Huawen

At the historical moment of the centenary of the 
founding of the Communist Party of China (CPC), 
an important declaration was made: China’s bat-
tle against poverty had achieved an ultimate tri-

umph. 
This was the bottom-line task set by the CPC Central Com-

mittee to complete the building of a moderately prosperous 
society. China’s poverty-alleviation battle has realized the 
dream of the nation to shake off crippling poverty since the 
beginning of Chinese history. This has created a miracle in 
the history of human poverty alleviation. 

The historic achievement of China’s poverty alleviation is 
an important milestone in the well-rounded development of 
China’s human-rights causes under the guidance of Xi Jinping 
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New 
Era.

China’s achievement in poverty alleviation demonstrates 
the success of the development concept that puts people first. 
Reform is for the people. Reform relies on the people. And 
the fruits of reform are shared by the people. In the process 

of development, China has effectively safeguarded the fun-
damental interests of the greatest possible majority of its 
people, respected the value and dignity of humans, and pro-
moted well-rounded human development.

The Constitution of the CPC clearly states that the Party, 
“represents… the fundamental interests of the greatest possi-
ble majority of the Chinese people.” It is also stated that, “the 
Party must… gradually eliminate poverty, achieve common 
prosperity.” According to Xi’s report delivered at the 19th Na-
tional Congress of the CPC, the principal contradiction facing 
Chinese society in the new era is that between unbalanced 
and inadequate development and the people’s ever-growing 
needs for a better life. The CPC must therefore continue the 
commitment to its people-centered philosophy of develop-
ment. It must work to promote well-rounded human devel-
opment and common prosperity for everyone.

Both the CPC and the Chinese government work for the 
happiness of their people. They think what the people think. 
They sense the urgency of the people. They always keep the 
needs of the people in mind. People, including ethnic minori-

Wu Xianyan (left) and college student Liang Qiongying promote local tourism via live streaming at Jiache Village, Jiabang Township in Congjiang 
County in Guizhou Province. Yang Wenbin
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ties, women, children, the elderly and the disabled, are given 
special attention and protection in the planning of China’s 
national economic and social development.

The founding of the CPC has become a major turning 
point in the history of the development of the Chinese nation. 
After the founding of the People’s Republic of China (PRC), 
especially since the reform and opening-up era, China has 
continued to declare war on poverty. Now, it has historically 
eliminated absolute poverty and overall regional poverty. The 
country has truly put into practice the principle and spirit of, 
“no one will be left behind [on the path of development],” as 
proposed in the United Nations’ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.

Moreover, China’s achievement in poverty alleviation 
shows the success of the socialist human rights concept with 
Chinese characteristics. This regards the rights to survival 
and development as primary human rights. Before the PRC 
was founded in 1949, China used to be poor and weak. The 
founding of the PRC has made Chinese people rise onto their 
own feet. Reform and opening-up and the building of a mod-
erately prosperous society have allowed Chinese people to 
gradually become wealthy. 

As a developing country with a large population, China 
regards the rights to survival and development as primary 
human rights. This is China’s scientific judgment based on 
specific national conditions. It is the essential requirement of 
socialism to eliminate poverty, focus on people’s livelihood, 
and achieve common prosperity. The CPC has led Chinese 
people through arduous efforts, achieving a breakthroughs 
in the protection of rights to survival and development, and 
further promoting these rights.

China’s achievement in poverty alleviation is a success 
in comprehensively promoting the development of human 
rights. It is not only a result concerning people’s livelihood, 
but also a social process with rich connotations. China’s pov-
erty alleviation work is a systematic project combining policy 
and law. It mobilizes the whole society to focus on capacity 
building and long-term development. The success of poverty 
alleviation is a process of consolidating the foundation of 
grassroots governance and achieving good governance. In 

urban and rural areas, there is the popularization of educa-
tion and technological achievements, the advancement of de-
mocracy at grassroots, and the public participation in social 
policies. The success of poverty alleviation was not achieved 
overnight. It took long-term efforts to promote economic 
development, social progress and milestone achievements in 
human rights.

China’s achievements in poverty alleviation demonstrate 
that the nation’s human rights cause is advancing in a prag-
matic way. China includes the line “respecting and protecting 
human rights” into its Constitution and the Constitution of 
the CPC. The CPC and the Chinese government focus to pro-
vide economic and social pillars. China’s culture highlights a 
collective spirit. China does not talk about human rights in an 
abstract way, but instead places the concept into particular 
historical phases. It bases the development and practices of 
human rights on actual national conditions. China’s poverty 
alleviation efforts are based on economic development and 
social progress. They take the people’s happy lives and satis-
faction as measurements in a bid to lift people’s sense of hap-
piness and deliver them tangible gains and security.

China’s achievements in poverty reduction have lessons 
for the world. The international community has been calling 
for the promotion and protection of human rights through 
poverty reduction plans. China’s poverty reduction is an im-
portant contribution to the world’s poverty alleviation cause. 
China’s experience is inspirational to developing countries. 
Our success has Chinese characteristics. In essence, China’s 
poverty alleviation drives have had the same objective and 
roadmap with the UN’s Sustainable Development Agenda.

Therefore, the experience China has gained is not only 
China’s but also the world’s. Compared with certain Western 
countries which politicize human rights issues and launch 
political confrontations, China instead advocates cooperation 
in the human rights sector based on equality and mutual re-
spect. China’s advocacy and actions are more welcomed by 
the international community, especially by developing coun-
tries. China’s success with poverty alleviation is a model for 
human rights around the world.  

Insights

People head for a tree planting activity in the Kubuqi Desert in Dalad Qi of Ordos, Inner Mongolia. Yang Jianrong
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